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Abstract
Physician-scientist is an unattractive profession in developing countries, including
Indonesia.
In fact, the rapid development of science and technology requires physician-scientists to
translate finding from basic science to clinical applications through high quality clinical
trials.

There are various reasons why only a few physicians choose this profession, the medical 
education system, health care system and research ecosystem are unable to prepare and 
guarantee their careers as physician scientists.
The reasons are from economic to a mediocre research environment, insufficient research 
funds, and a pessimistic outlook on the possibility of success through research.

Until now, the educational goal of medical schools in Indonesia was to train primary care 
and specialist doctors through competency-based curriculum. Because the educational 
objective was to educate clinicians to treat patients well rather than to conduct research, 
the emphasis was on treatment capacity rather than on research capacity. 
However, many have come to think that clinical medicine cannot advance to a full extent 
unless basic medical science is strong; consequently, preparing physician-scientists has 
been added as one of the important educational goals of medical schools.

The purpose of this presentation is to introduce the medical education system in 
Indonesia and what efforts should be done to produce physician-scientists in facing the 
changing landscape of health services in Indonesia.


