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Abstract
Clinical trials bridge the gap between basic science and improving human
health and are therefore crucial in every health system. Africa is home to
17% of the world population, but accounts for less than 3% of clinical
trials(1), in part due to deficiency of appropriate training.
Awareness of the gap caused by the absence of researchers specializing in
clinical trials has led to training, in the form of collaboration with
institutions and countries with advanced experience in this field. The
University of Kinshasa, through its Faculty of Medicine, found a solution
by collaborating with the NCGM of Japan. Through this collaboration,
many scientists have been trained in clinical trials. However, this
necessary and fruitful step is not the end of the story.

Three other elements are essential: the formalization of specific
curricula for training of Physician-scientists and clinical trial
professionals in our universities, creation of research Centres and the
attraction of clinical studies in which these trained scientists will find
practical training opportunities and jobs.

Collaboration with experienced institutions is necessary to start and
enforce these objectives in Africa and in the DRC in particular.
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