
 
From Japan to overseas and this time from Japan to Africa. I will share about the prospect of building 
a sustainable Japan-Africa Clinical Trials Network. 

 
Based on the United Nations estimates, Africa is the second populated continent after Asia sharing 
17 % of the total world population. African population is growing in number from the third position 
after Asia and Europe in 1950 (9 % of the total world population) to the current second position (17% 
of the total world population). The growth will keep the trend and reach 25.6% of the world population 
in 2050. 



 
From there, I will move to the economics. Africa was reported to be the world's second fastest 
growing economy by the African Development Bank, with the GDP increase from 3.4% in 2017 to 
4.3% in 2018, and over one-third of the continent posting 6% or higher growth rate, and 40% 
reporting 4% to 6%. So, several international business observers have also named Africa as the 
future economic growth engine of the world. 
 

 
There have been positive trends for global life expectancy, healthy life expectancy, mortality, and 
universal health coverage in Sub- Saharan Africa.  



This has been documented by the fact that between 2010 and 2019 there has been an increase in live 
births from 23.7 to 27 % and the reduction by 4 % in deaths for the under five years  
Increase of life expectancy at 64.5 years due to the strong, long-term global policies and strategies 
focused on communicable diseases, maternal, neonatal, and nutritional health. 
Rapid epidemiological transition of diseases burden from communicable to non-communicable 
diseases and injuries. 
Increase in the effective universal health coverage index. 

 

Although there are some trends, Africa is still a vulnerable continent because of inadequate medical 
health and health capacity, inadequate health infrastructure and poor access to medicine, vaccine and 
diagnostic. Those early epidemic detection, treatment and prevention and research capability 
building good infrastructure are vital and critical.  
 
Early medical discovery requires availability of trained professionals. And then to improve the 
shortage in training and trained professionals, and to enhance the opportunity of capacity building in 
the continent, establishing a clinical trial network is required.  
 



 
Based on policy recommended by the 8th Tokyo International Conference on African Development 
that will be held in 27th to 29th August this year in Tunisia, Japan emphasized and strongly support 
African-led development. So, this development of the network has some objectives, that is to develop 
sustainable endogenous capacity for medical discovery and translational research in Africa through 
integrated training, collaborative research program and network development. And from these, to 
achieve the United Nations' Sustainable Development Goals and to participate in the global effort. 

 
These are our first line stakeholders. The Center for Innovative Drug Development and Therapeutic 
Trials for Africa, which is in Ethiopia at the University of Addis Ababa. And then for the French-



speaking African clinical trials networks, we have collaboration with University of Kinshasa now and 
then we plan to extend it to the CANTAM, which is the Central African network on tuberculosis, 
HIV/AIDS and malaria. We also plan to extend our network with El Hassan Center for Neglected 
Tropical Disease and The Mycetoma Research Center and the DNDi. 
 

 
I wish this map shows how we are planning to expand our network. I think from the previous speaker, 
she introduced about our network ARISE, which already have a very large network in Asia and ASEAN, 
in collaboration with MRCT Center in Boston and then ECRIN in Europe and CRIGH in Europe. We 
are also planning as presented by Ms. Sonoda to extend to EDCP Network through the CANTAM and 
other network in Africa, which is WANETAM, EACCR and TESA. 



 
We have short-term plan activities for this fiscal year. One is the clinical research workshop with 
University of Kinshasa and University of Khartoum and CDT Africa. We will also organize a joint 
conference ARISE- AFRICA in the beginning of the next year, that will be hopefully in February. And 
then we are conducting together with the French-speaking countries, a study on clinical trials capability 
in those countries. And after all those three activities, we will have a strategic meeting for the projection 
to the future. 

 

Let us build together the future of clinical research connecting Japan, ASEAN, Asia and Africa. Thank 
you. 


